
IN THE STANFORD FAMILY COURT    
Case No ST30D00787  

                                                     
 

 
 
 
 
BETWEEN: 
 

 Matthew Groves    Applicant 
 

and 
 

    Abigail Groves   Respondent 
 

 
THIS IS A TRAINING DOCUMENT  

WITH FICTIONAL CHARACTERS AND SCENARIOS 
www.mckenziefriendtraining.com 

 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

STATEMENT OF RESPONDENT  
For Final Hearing Date xx/xx/xx 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

 

1. Since starting overnight stays Saturday to Sunday, Daniel seems to have settled well 

and wants to see his father. However, Sandy has been returning feeling very anxious 

and in a distressed state.   

 

2. Sandy still says that she is scared of her father and that she does not want to spend 

increased nights with him. She says that she does not have a good time and that the 

applicant only plays games that Daniel likes such as football.  

 

3. The behaviour of Sandy has got worse since seeing the overnight stays started six 

weeks ago. She finds it difficult to settle, her routine is broken, and she is not sleeping 

well. Three nights ago, she wet her bed and said that she was scared and didn't want to  

 ` leave me.  

 



4. I am worried because the applicant is a VERY violent and aggressive man. He 

 manipulated and controlled me throughout my marriage. I had post-natal depression for 

 3 years and during this time he bullied me and tried to coerce me to return to work. He 

 would regularly call me a 'lazy bitch' and 'lazy fat cow'. This was said in front of the 

 children.  

 

5. It is clear that his behaviour has not changed. The Cafcass Section 7 Report found that 

his claims of ‘positive co-parenting’ is false and that he continues to make derogatory 

remarks about me.  

 

6. On the XXXXX he became so violent that he pushed me backwards, off my feet and I fell 

on the floor and hit a chair as I fell. I suffered injury with a large bruise to my shoulder 

where I hit the corner of a chair. He stood over me shouting at me, calling me a 'fucking 

waste of space' and 'no good piece of shit'. I was scared that he was going to kick me 

and harm me further. The Applicant was arrested and received a 'Bind Over to Keep the 

Peace'. 

 

7. Sandy is not ready to increase more overnight contacts and one night every two weeks 

is the most she can cope with. Contact should be progressed in time but at her pace. 

This may take time but this would be in her best interests. This pattern should run 

throughout the year and the holidays until she is ready.   

 

8. Daniel is able and old enough to stay overnight with his father and I would propose every 

other weekend from Friday to Sunday during term time. 

 

9. For Daniel, I would support half the holidays and the 2 weeks proposal for the Summer 

Holiday. For Sandy, I would agree to only one additional overnight stays during a half 

term, and perhaps 2 overnights during Christmas and Easter if she is ready. For 

Summer, I would agree to 2 weeks for Sandy but not consecutively.  

 

10. The children should see both parents on Christmas Day and Easter Sunday, and the 

days should be split.  

 



11. Sandy needs to attend my chosen free independent French School. Her best friends 

are also from families who are French Nationals and are going to that school. I know the 

parents very well and we are a very close community and always put the needs of the 

children first. The school will help to develop Sandy’s dual nationality and cultures 

providing her with a significant advantage when learning another language. I would 

expect her to be fluent in French in reading, writing and speaking at an early age. The 

class sizes are also small with about 15 pupils per class. Sandy would benefit from that 

close support, rather than just being one of many in a large state school where she 

would not thrive to her full potential. I am looking forward to engaging with the school.  

 

12. I object to both children having immunisations. There is much research from 

independent professionals and doctors that vaccinations such as the MMR are very 

harmful and can cause autism in children. I don't believe in poisoning children with 

chemicals and that their health and wellbeing is best developed through natural 

immunity. There are many families who do not vaccinate their children and suffer no 

consequences. However, there are many who have vaccinations who then go on to 

develop life changing conditions.  

 

13. Both children are fit and healthy and have never been vaccinated because it is not 

necessary. The applicant agreed that vaccinations were harmful and he has now 

changed his mind to be spiteful, manipulative and controlling. Vaccinating the children 

would cause them extreme anxiety, as they have been taught by the applicant this is 

wrong. Sandy believes that the father is trying to hurt her by forcing her to have 

vaccinations which is also why she is very frightened of him.  

 

14.  Both the children need my love. The father is trying to take that away from them. He is 

doing that because of the resentment that he has for me because he never tried to 

understand how unwell I was.  

 

15. The father has walked away from myself and his family. He never supported us and 

although Cafcass report that his parenting is ‘good enough’, that does not mean that it is 

desirable. The children are better off and will thrive more in my care.  

 



16. I believe that the court will support me in looking after the children, to give them the 

emotional, physical and moral guidance that they desperately need in their lives. I can 

prepare them for their future and provide them with all the love, care and opportunities 

that they need. The applicant has failed them as a father and has displayed little interest 

in them.  

 

 This statement is to the best of my knowledge and belief true.  

 

 Abigail Groves.  


